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round the village while they talked business. Mr. Khan
was distressed by this suggestion and loudly bewailed his
rudeness in launching into shop-talk. But he was swiftly
consoled when I assured him that prowling round was
precisely what I most wished to do. He detailed an untidy
urchin, whom I later learned was of the Vaisya caste, to
act as escort, and settled down again joyously to make the
most of Jack's first visit to his premises.
I still do not know where the population of twenty-five
thousand is disposed in Kutchbhiwani. The entire area
it covers, is certainly not larger than that of a fair-sized
American or British township. As Jack had prophesied, it is,
despite the size of its population, entirely on village lines.
There is no drainage, no electric light or gas, and no privacy
except for a few better-class houses and the upper floors of
the minority of two-storied premises. They are the women's
quarters of Muslim households. As for the rest, the single-
room homes are simply partially-screened extensions of the
streets whose surface consists of a judicious mixture of
rubbish, dust, pot-holes inches deep, and projecting rocks.
The passer-by does not pry into the lives of the families
living crammed together in the noisome alleyways. He or
she is part of their life, and becomes a party to it by the
mere act of passing. In nine rooms out of ten, goats,
chickens, and cooking pots form the sole furnishings.
Nothing more is needed. The occupants squat on the mud
or stone floors and therefore have no need for chairs. They
sleep on the floor, except for the occasional sybarite who
indulges in a charpoy. They wear their wardrobe, and so
need no chests-of-drawers or other storage accommodation.
In each room a family, frequently of several generations,
manages to pack itself.
Here was a cross-section of the real India, the India
which goes its way untouched by the excitements of in-
dependence and democracy. Here was the simple explana-
tion of the terrible incidence of diseases. Here were the